THE DEAD WHITE MALE AUTHOR READING LIST

Nancy Sharon Collins

1809-1852
Gogol
(Dead Souls)  HYPERLINK "http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/1081" http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/1081
1819-1891
Herman Melville (Moby Dick—the book and the movie—)  HYPERLINK "http://www.gutenberg.org/browse/authors/m#a9" http://www.gutenberg.org/browse/authors/m#a9
1821-1881
Fyodor Dostoyevsky (The Idiot, Crime and Punishment)  HYPERLINK "http://www.gutenberg.org/browse/authors/d#a314" http://www.gutenberg.org/browse/authors/d#a314
1840-1902
Emile Zola (Nana, Theres Raquin—"can be credited with having exposed the [Dreyfus] affair to the general public in a famously incendiary open letter" in the newspaper L'Aurore— HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dreyfus_affair" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dreyfus_affair)  HYPERLINK "http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/6626" http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/6626
1843-1916
Henry James (The Golden Bowl, if you can get through it, The Americans, The Europeans, Washingon Square—polite American society—hero and awkward mentor to Edith Wharton)

1850-1893
Guy de Maupassaunt

1857-1924
Joseph Conrad (Secret Agent, Lord Jim—great movie!  HYPERLINK "http://lookingcentral.com/01/onlinemedia/load.php?kw=Online%20Movie&adwords=&zip=10014" http://lookingcentral.com/01/onlinemedia/load.php?kw=Online%20Movie&adwords=&zip=10014)  HYPERLINK "http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/5658" http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/5658
1859-1930
Arthur Conan Doyle (The Lost World)

1862-1919
O'Henry ("He was called the American answer to Guy de Maupassant")

1862-1931
Arthur Schnitzler (Stanley Kubrick's last film Eyes Wide Shut, 1999)

1865-1936
Rudyard Kipling (read everything although it does become formulaic; British Imperial India, stories about "The Great Game", The Jungle Book is his)

1875-1955
James Corbett (non-fiction—very early English conservationist civil servant in Imperial India—you HAVE TO READ HIM!)  HYPERLINK "http://www.archive.org/details/maneatersofkumao029903mbp" http://www.archive.org/details/maneatersofkumao029903mbp
1875-1955
Thomas Mann (Death in Venice—super film, now dated looking—Magic Mountain @ coming of WWI)

1876-1916
Jack London (semi-autobiographical, Martin Eden)  HYPERLINK "http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/1056" http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/1056
1878-1968
Upton Sinclair (The Jungle, A Captain of Industry, Oil! was the basis of There Will Be Blood, 2007)


<its either Upton Sinclair or Sinclair Lewis, or both, whose writings include influence of the automobile but most certainly influence of mechanization/industry>

1885-1951
Sinclair Lewis (Arrowsmith—industrialization—Babbitt, Main Street, Elmer Gantry)  HYPERLINK "http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/l/lewis/sinclair/" http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/l/lewis/sinclair/
1890-1960
Pasternak  (Dr. Zhivago)

1896-1940
F. Scott Fitzgerald (Great Gatsby, American expat in Paris w/ Hemmingway, Jazz Age)

1896-1970
John Dos Passos (buds w/ Hemingway, socialist, Spanish Civil War but was a rich kid)

1899-1961
Ernest Hemingway (read all, in particular: The Sun Also Rises, Green Hills of Africa, Death in the Afternoon, WW I vet and went to Spanish Civil War, African big game hunter, Cuba)

1902-1968
John Steinbeck (Grapes of Wrath—Great Depression/Dust Bowl/westward expansion/automobile—Of Mice and Men, films, both of them)

Post WWI literature:


All Quiet on the Western Front, Erich Paul Remark, 1898-1970


Sigrid Sasson, 1886-1967 (kind of a milk-sap; privileged brit, gay w/jewish father)

1904-1991
Graham Greene (read all of his, The End of the Affair)

1905-1970
John O'Hara (Butterfield 8—GREAT MOVIE w/Lawrence Harvey and Elizabeth Taylor, shot in NYC & surrounding areas where she runs off the road in a Sunbeam—Appointment in Samarra, society stuff, kind of like John Updike)

1915-1965
Robert Ruark (uber-macho dude, hunter, African library)

1919-

J.D. Salinger (WWII vet)
1920-1999
Mario Puzo (The Dark Arena, author of Godfather, et al.)

1925-1970
Yukio Mishima (semi-autobiographical, Confessions of a Mask, post WWII writer, gay, committed seppuku, Japanese ritual suicide)

1927-

Günter Grass (The Tin Drum, GORGEOUS WRITING!!!!!!)

Other post WWII literature (available in great, Hollywood movie form:)


The Ugly American


The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit


From Here to Eternity


Is Paris Burning (non-fiction)

The Americanization of Emily
Also, white and dead but non-male:

1862-1937
Edith Wharton (wrote about the Gilded Age, adored Henry James)

1874-46
Gertrude Stein (I could never read her but I should try.  She championed Hemingway and F.Scott and drove ambulances w/her lesbian lover, Alice B. Toklas in the Spanish Civil War or WWI.  Also friends w/Matisse and Picasso.  Part of the American expatriate scene in Paris—F.Scot Fitzgerarald's Moveable Feast—during the whole Montparnassething.)

1866-1943
...and anything about the real Beatrix Potter (early feminist/conservationist in U.K., creator of Peter Rabbit.  The Renée Zellweger film, 2006, about her was cute.)  HYPERLINK "http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/14304" http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/14304
And:

Think about what made the phenomenon that Houdini became.

